Frequently Asked Questions (2011 version)

Remember: All U-levels refer to the level the child will play NEXT YEAR.

What is the commitment required for players and their families when they join a BHYSC travel team? 
It is very important that parents and players understand what they are committing to before they try out for a team. When a player joins a team, expect:

· Club fees that last year were around $300.  In addition, each individual team may charge more if that team does extra training or tournaments.   
· Uniform costs around $70, not including shoes, shinguards and socks (baseball and football cleats are NOT allowed). 

· Both a fall and a spring season, each consisting of 10 games, usually played on Saturday and Sunday. 

· Half of the games are unusually played away; while those games may be a close as New Providence, they may be as far away as Princeton, Wayne, Union Beach, or Frenchtown. 

· At least two practices a week: a professional training session during a weekday that lasts 90 minutes, and at least one coach-run practice. 

· Summer practices beginning in mid-August. Spring practices beginning in late February.  
· Parents are often asked to take on several other responsibilities: assistant coaching, SAGE rep, team managers, etc. 

Why does the Berkeley Heights Youth Soccer Club (BHYSC) have tryouts? 
Starting at Third Grade (U9), the teams in the BHYSC play in travel soccer leagues that require a significant commitment from players and families: travel around Central New Jersey for games (sometimes over an hour each way), extended training with professional soccer coaches, uniform costs, etc. Tryouts help ensure that committed players are given the opportunity to play soccer at a level appropriate to their talents and physical development, so they will come to love the sport and participate in it as youths and beyond. 

Why aren’t all children given the chance to play on travel soccer teams? 
The goal of the Tryout Committee (TOC) is to give as many children as possible the opportunity to play travel soccer. BHYSC teams, however, play in competitive leagues: Mid-New Jersey Youth Soccer Association and the Inter County Youth Soccer League, and possibly others. The children who play in these leagues need a minimum level of athletic skill to be able to participate successfully and without fear of injury. 

In addition, these leagues limit the roster size of teams, and the BHYSC requires a minimum number of players per team. If too many children try out, or if too few try out to form two teams, some children will not have the opportunity to play on a team. 

Does the BHYSC club have “A” and “B” teams? 
Starting at U11, the club forms an “A” team and, if there are enough players, a “B” team. The “B” team is for players who may need more experience, more work on their soccer skills, or have not yet physically developed as much as other children in their U-level. The “A” team plays in a higher “flight” than the “B” team, meaning they face more difficult competition. This system allows the players on each team to face opponents with similar soccer abilities. 

Can a “B” player move up to the “A” team in later years?
ABSOLUTELY! Every year, B-team players move up to A teams. And, yes, A-team players sometimes do move down to B teams. No one is guaranteed a permanent spot on an A team – including the sons and daughters of coaches. 

Why do some U-levels have two days of tryouts, while others only have one? 
When we know a U-level will have an “A” team and a “B” team, we want to give some players an extra opportunity to demonstrate their abilities. 

At the U11 level, we ask all players to participate in both days of tryouts, as this will be the first time “A” and “B” teams are formed. 

At U12 and above, we use the first day of tryouts to determine which players have the technical skills to play on the “A” team. Those players are then invited to a second tryout to determine their tactical skills. Not everyone who tried out on the first day is invited to the second day, and not everyone who is invited on the second day will make the “A” team. 

When we know a U-level will only have one team, we have a one-day tryout.

What if my child has an unavoidable conflict with either one or both tryout days? 
While we understand that there are sometimes unavoidable conflicts for children, we also believe that attendance at tryouts is a measure of commitment to travel soccer. We strongly advise any player who wants to play on a BHYSC team to attend all of his or her tryout sessions. If, however, your child cannot attend a session, contact the Tryout Committee immediately to let us know: bh.soccer.tryouts@gmail.com. We deal with missing tryouts on a case-by-case basis.

Who judges the players and determines the rosters?
The TOC considers player ratings from the coaches, the professional trainers assigned to each team, as well as the player ratings from professional trainers from the tryout sessions. The tryout sessions are supervised by professional trainers who provide player ratings based on the performance they observe at the sessions. All this information will be used by the TOC to determine a team roster of 14 players (for U-11 and above).  Any remaining slots will be chosen by the “A” team coach from the previous year.  The coach will be able to complete the team’s roster with players whom the TOC determined are able to compete on the “A” team.  If the “A” team coach from the previous year will not be continuing with the team, or if the team is newly-formed, the TOC will complete the rosters.

All coaches (head and assistant) do have input during the tryout process, but the TOC (experienced BHYSC coaches who recuse themselves if their own sons or daughters are trying out) review all rosters before they are published. 
What about U9 and U10 teams – do they have “A” and “B” teams? 
At this time, the U9 and U10 teams are evenly matched; we do not make A and B teams. Also, when the player is assigned to a team at U9, the player retains the spot on that team for two years. 

Then why are there tryouts for U9 and U10 teams?
Our goal is to construct teams of roughly equal ability. Also, because each team must have between 11 and 14 players, there may be times when we don’t have a slot for someone; for example, if there are 29 children who try out, we don’t have enough players to make three teams, and we can only take 28.  We want to get everyone playing at the U9 and U10 levels and try to ensure that any new children who come to the tryout are placed on the appropriate team if a spot is available.  So, very often, we will try to recruit other children in town to come play, hoping that we can get enough to form a third team if there are not enough spots on current teams.   

What do the “U” and the number following it mean? 
“U” stands for “under” as in “under 12.” A child’s U-level is determined by his or her birth date on August 1 of a given year. See the accompanying chart to determine your child’s U-level for the next season. 

My child will be in Sixth Grade next year, but is young for her grade level; her friends in school will all be playing at U12, but she is listed as a U11. Can she play at U12? 
She can try out for U12 or U11; it’s up to you. If she doesn’t make a team at U12, we will let the player know if there are slots available at U11. 

I’ve heard about your program for U7 and U8 players, the PTDA; is this travel soccer, and are there tryouts? 
There are no tryouts for the Pre-Travel Development Academy (PTDA). This is a local, no travel program for all First and Second Graders, and anyone can join. PTDA players get priority for slots on U9 teams over players who were not in the PTDA. We offer this program as a way to get players ready for travel soccer at U9. 

What is in-town soccer, run by the Police Athletic League (PAL)? Is it separate from BHYSC travel soccer? 
The BHYSC is not affiliated with in-town PAL soccer. We strongly encourage all PTDA players to join the in-town PAL program, however, and we work with the PAL to avoid conflicts. U9 and above players can decide for themselves if they would like to play PAL in-town soccer in addition to travel soccer. 

I’ve heard that there are also have high-school age teams; are there tryouts for these levels? 
Teams at U15 are formed by invitation only; usually, the player will play on a Governor Livingston High School team in the fall if invited. Contact the club directly for more details. 

I’d like to help coach; what does it involve? 
All coaches must be licensed, which requires a nine-hour, two-day weekend course. Coaches are responsible for coaching games and coach-run practices. A coach does not have to attend professional training sessions, although the coach should be in regular contact with your trainer. All new coaches are assigned mentor coaches to help with running a team. 

What other opportunities are there for parents to participate?
· Assistant Coaches, who must also be licensed. 

· SAGE (Set A Good Example) Reps, who assist with keeping the atmosphere positive at games. 

· Team Managers, who assist with scheduling, uniforms, etc.  The Team Manager does not need a coach’s license. 

